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Raffle Tickets for a Harley
Davidson Motorcycle are
now available, See Major
Mary Lou Falco, deadline
for tickets May1st 2010.

Check our webpage:

www.mideasterngroup.org

Please submit articles to
Tom Hoey/John Paneto

Inside this edition
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Pl‘ivate PilOt Certiﬁcates Earl’led by CadetS By Major Fred Feurer
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CAP Members Warm-up New York Winter Fest 03>, ?, 0z
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City of Albany, Empire State Plaza NY
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Saratoga National Cemetery, Saratoga NY
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2009 has been an incredibly good year for the Mid-Eastern NY Group. Here are some personal highlights.

Mid-Eastern NY Group has exemplified itself in CY 2009. We have increased our membership from 285 to 323, that’s 13 %! Remember, how-
ever, recruitment is important but retention is key. We recruited 76 new cadets and renewed 67.

Emergency Services

We have increased our ever-all-important Emergency Services presence with SAREX planning and participation on a monthly basis at both Wing
and Region events. Sean Neal succeeded in qualifying three new Ground Team Leaders and many new Ground Team and Urban Direction Find-
ing members with the assistance of Fred Feurer. Jim Brewer is checking off SQTRs for three new Incident Commanders in training, and several
new Section Chiefs. We have had an increase in new cadet and officers participating in Mission Base Staff. Kudos to our Mission Pilots, Roger
Teck, Dick Lynch, Bob Ellwood and Tom Catellier, who have worked hard at producing successful SAREX’s. We are making progress to qualify
our new pilots and others to Scanner, Observer and Mission Pilot ratings. We were able to respond to five non-distress ELT’s and one missing
aircraft search missions. All this was accomplished while establishing a Memorandum of Understanding with the NYS Department of Transporta-
tion. Thanks to the John Farina who was instrumental in setting and securing the mission. Sean Neal and Sue Neal have established a rather prom-
ising a relationship with their local sheriff in Green County.

Cadet Programs

Cadet Programs have also been active. Bob Hoar and Adam Candib, have sent a Cadet Competition team to Wing and then on to Region. Bob
Hoar has coordinated an exchange program with Royal Canadian Air Cadets with our cadets traveling to Canada. Beth Mabie took the challenge as
Squadron Commander and MEG has added the new Orion Composite Squadron.

Once again, we offered the Mid-Eastern NY Group Review Board and were able slot five cadets for National Cadet Special Activities. We were
also able to nominate a MEG cadet officer of the year. Our nominee Heather Nelson was awarded Cadet Officer of the Year for New York Wing.
Heather then received a nomination to the USAF Academy which she is presently attending. Congratulations Heather!

We achieved a total of 20 Wright Brother’s, 6 Mitchell’s, 3 Earhart’s, and one Eaker. Let’s go for the elusive Spaatz in the year 2010! We were
able to give 46 front seat orientation flights and 66 back seat orientation flights. Thanks to Bob Ellwood for organizing and coordinating our orien-
tation flights.

NYW Encampment

Mid-Eastern NY Group has always supported the NYWG Encampment and in 2009 we sent 24 first time cadets, 6 cadet staff and 17 senior mem-
bers. | am pleased that the participation of senior members from MEG remains high. Thanks to those senior members who made themselves avail-
able and provided their time and expertise to the Wing Encampment program. Kindly note, that the Wing Encampment is currently accepting regis-
trations for training and possible participation in the 2010 Wing Encampment.

Professional Development and Mentoring

One of the things in which Civil Air Patrol excels at is the ability to offer Professional Development to anyone who has a desire to take on the chal-
lenge. Advancement starts at Level One and advances to more difficult level with complementary training requirements in your chosen field or
area of expertise. In the spirit of cooperation, we need to assist the newer members to ensure that they too are fully trained and participating mem-
bers. The opportunity to mentor is a unique way to share your expertise and give back. Let’s challenge each other to be the best we can be.

Safety

Mid-Eastern Group’s safety record must not by one of “trying” but “done”. As stated in the Sentinel, “...reactive style of management never ad-
dresses the reasons of why mistakes are made. While identifying and dealing with all of the issues surrounding an adverse event takes more time,
and requires a good deal of patience, it is the best way to manage safety.” We must look back at our record, share the circumstances with everyone
and look ahead with each new activity for the hidden risks before the incidences occur.

Final Thoughts

Our accomplishments should not leave us complacent. We must meet and exceed our previous achievements to continue to be the Most Exciting
Group! Our Emergency Services training and qualifications should continue so that we can be of assistance to our communities. Our Cadet Pro-
grams needs to grow to train our future leaders. We have to rebrand our community to know Civil Air Patrol, the “Eyes of the Skies.”
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